»UK Patent  .,GB

2997063

(13)B

(45)Date of B Publication 04.01.2023

(54) Title of the Invention: training blinkers

(51) INT CL: A63B 69/00 (2006.01) AG61F 9/04 (2006.01)
(21) Application No: 2010675.3 (72) Inventor(s):
Renzo Paul Bartoli
(22) Date of Filing: 10.07.2020
(73) Proprietor(s):
(43) Date of A Publication 19.01.2022 Renzo Paul Bartoli

(56) Documents Cited:
WO 2004/056296 A1
DE 003122646 A1
FR 002978913 A1
US 20050113190 A1

DE 009404439 U
ES 002681126 A1
US 3660852 A

(58) Field of Search:
As for published application 2597065 A viz:
INT CL A41D, A42B, A61F, A63B, G09B
Other: WPI, EPODOC
updated as appropriate

Additional Fields
Other: None

The Old Mill, Kirkley, Ponteland, Northumberland,
NE20 0BQ, United Kingdom

(74) Agent and/or Address for Service:
Renzo Paul Bartoli
The Old Mill, Kirkley, Ponteland, Northumberland,
NE20 0BQ, United Kingdom

g 690.6G9¢ 99



171

DREAWINGS: AN EXARPLE OF THE INVENTION WL ROW BE DESCRIBED BY REFERRING TO THE
ACTOMPANYING DRAWINGS:

FIGURE 3:  SHOWS BUNKERS IN SITU, SCALLOPED CRESENTS UNDER EYES SND FIRLD QF VISION
REMOVER,
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FHRURE 2a0 SHOOWS RXARIPLE OF FLAYER LOOKING UP.
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Training blinkers

Background: This invention relates to soft blinkers worn as a training aid for footballers that

prevents them from seeing their feet when kicking the ball. Footballers from an early age visually
always follow the ball when kicking it, watching as it makes contact with the foot, hence very few
come through with a natural ability of spatial awareness and coordination to an exceptional level.

Statement of invention: To overcome this, the present invention proposes soft blinkers
incorporating scalloped portions under each eye worn by the player so that it is not possible to see
the feet making contact with the ball even when looking down in playing conditions.

Advantages: The blinkers removing the capacity of the player to see their foot strike the ball will
develop coordination, spatial awareness and naturally aid the player to look up to see where the ball
is to be played.

Preferably the blinkers will be made from durable, breathable material and have 2 soft non rigid
portions scalloped under the eyes extending forwards and upwards.

Preferably the scalloped crescents will be made of non-rigid material for safety should a ball hit the
face.

Preferably the ‘half’ crescents will be designed to dimensions that prevent the wearer seeing the ball
hit his feet even when looking down in playing conditions.
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Detailed description, the invention will now be described solely by way of example and with
reference to the accompanying drawings in which:

Figure 1 shows the blinkers being worn and the way in which the vision is restricted. The body of the
blinkers ‘1’ are worn as a face mask with eye cut outs not restricting any vision and should be made
of a durable, breathable soft material. Incorporated in the mask are two scalloped non rigid ‘half’
crescents’2’ extending forwards and upwards situated under the eyes to dimensions and angles that
restrict the required field of vision ‘3’.

Figure 2 shows the blinkers ‘1’ and the restricted field of vision ‘3’, portions ‘2’ being effective even
when the wearer is trying to look down to kick a ball.

Figure 2a shows the result of the wearer looking up and available field of vision ‘4’.
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Claim:

1 Blinkers in the form of a non-rigid vision restricting training aid that fits comfortably on the
wearer’s face as a mask that holds form with cut outs around the wearer’s eyes and comprising of
two scalloped portions situated one under each eye from the nose following along the length of the
eye 1 that extend out forwards and upwards so that in use the wearer cannot see either foot
making contact with the ball when looking down towards the ball in playing conditions.
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